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to pay no respect to our remonstrances, as he has twice
done before.

Perhaps I might be more useful employed in such a
journey than at Berlin, where at every step I tread on
danger, and shall so continue to do, unless I have cre-
dentials, at least as an assistant; which perhaps would
be the more pioper, because it sometimes happens that
such an interlocutor is spoken to with greater freedom
than an Ambassador; for the refusals he meets, or the
proposals he makes, have no ministerial consequences;
and thus each party gains information, without either
being offended.

Pay serious attention to this, I request. In vain you
recommend me to act privately; permit me to inform
you that, in despite of all my efforts, this is impractica-
ble. I have too much celebrity, too much intercourse
with Prince Henry, who is a true Joan of Arc, and who
has no secrets of any kind. I am made to speak when
I am silent; and when I say anything it is unfaithfully
repeated. It is impossible to conceive all that has been
attributed to me since the King's death; that is to say,
since an epoch when I have taken advantage of the
interruption of social meetings to keep myself recluse,
and to labor only by mining. Comte d'Esterno dis-
credits me all in his power. The English Embassy
exclaims: <(Fcenum habet in cornu, long% fuge^ The favor-
ites keep me at a distance; the wits, the priests, and the
mystics have formed a league, etc., etc. Each fears an
invasion of his domains, because my real business is not
known, I cannot remain and be of any utility, unless
you shall find means to inform Count Finckenstein that
I am only a good citizen and a good observer; but that
these I am, and that I am authorized to give my opinion.
I cannot doubt but that this Minister is very desirous
these few words should be said. I am, however, in con-
science obliged to repeat, the part I have to play daily
becomes more difficult and more invidious; and that, in
order to be truly useful, I must have some character
given me, or be employed elsewhere.

Prince Henry at present reads his recantation; he again
pretends Hertzberg has received his deathblow, and thata would voluntarily aid us with all her
